The Spokesman-Review.com - Great Gorge Park needed, possible

NEWS
Spokane
Idaho
Region
Nation
World
Business
Sports
Lifestyle
Entertainment
Commentary
Letters
Obituaries
More topics
Complete story list
Newstracks
Archives

EXTRA
Special reports
Special sections
Forums
Teens only
Weather
Shopping central
Classifieds
Advertise
TV listings
Movie listings
For the record

SITE MAP

Scict.. - co

HELP
About S-R.com
News tip
Feedback
Contact us
Privacy policy

P

http://w.../news-story.asp?date=040202&ID=s1126136&cat=section.commentar

THE SPOKESMAN-REVIEWCOM

Great Gorge Park needed, possible

Our View: Spokane Gorge park could enhance a natural
treasure of our region's history.

Ken Sands - For the editorial board

The Spokane River Gorge, stretching from Riverfront
Park to Latah Creek, remains largely in anatura state.

The fact that this scenic treasure has been preserved
despite acity growing up around it has little to do with
visionary land-use planning. Thetruth isthat it's
impractical to run bulldozers up and down such steep,
rocky slopes.

Nonetheless, a grass-roots organization has been
working diligently for the past two years to create a
"Great Gorge Park" to honor and protect the area. The
Friends of the Falls' conceptua plan for the gorge was
unveiled Thursday.

The plan calls for conservation of the landscape, greater
public access to the falls, historical and cultural displays
and connections to other nearby trails and parks.

It isan ambitious, but necessary, plan. The biggest
unresolved question is where to get the money to
implement the changes.

Fortunately, the costs of preservation are not great, and
there is no known threat to the resource that would
require a greater sense of urgency. The city aready
owns 80 percent of the land in question.

Mike Stone, city parks director, said the city supports
the project philosophically if not financially. Official
city recognition is crucial when it comestime for
Friends of the Fallsto apply for grants.

Thefirst step isto hire a consultant to conduct more
detailed planning and analysis and to acquire permits.
That could cost somewhere between $50,000 and
$100,000. The money must come from state grants,
federal grants, private donations or foundations.

Other community organizations have joined Friends of
the Falls to form the Great Gorge Group. Friends of the
Centennial Trail and the Northwest Museum of Arts &
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"We've gotten to this point as a grass-roots organization égi 7 ‘"ﬁfﬂ%g
on $12,000 ayear," said Sara Ellerd, a member of g S
Friends of the Falls and the city park board. "Now we've

set agoal, and we've just got to do it. | don't think any Lﬂnki]'lg for
one of us |§W|Illng to admit failure on this. The legacy a new career?
isworth it.

It helps that the project has gained universal acceptance. At RVs Northwest

"Nobody disagrees on this," said Gavin Cooley, Friends | | we stack & large selection
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Flett, heritage coordinator of the Spokane Tribe, said the
tribe wants to highlight the historical and cultural
significance of the gorge.

For thousands of years, Indians gathered along the river ik NCAA
banks to fish for saimon. Hydroelectric dams, from ¥ BASKETHALL
Grand Coulee to Avista's, closed off theriver to salmon. |t «y Men &

Wormen
click here for
complete coverage

"It isour goal one day to get the salmon back to these
falls," Flett said. "Some day the dams will reach their
“shelf life." If we don't start laying the groundwork now
to bring back the salmon, they won't come back."

That's an ambitious goal. So is the development of a
"Great Gorge Park." It takes tremendous vision and
leadership for such goals to become reality.

Special Interest

The Friends of the Falls and the Spokane Tribe should
be commended for their wisdom and their work. They
also could benefit from more community involvement.
The next meeting of the Great Gorge Group is scheduled
from noon to 1 p.m. on April 16 at the downtown
Spokane Public Library.

Ken Sands/For the editorial board

What are your thoughtson
Great Gorge Park needed, possible

If you have a comment or reply to this story that you'd like to
share, fill in the form and click submit. Note: Replies are limited
to 250 words and must be signed with a valid email address. No
profanity or libelous statements will be printed.

http://w.../news-story.asp?date=040202&ID=s1126136&cat=section.commentar 4/2/2002





